Epizootiologic instability of bovine populations against Babesia bovis (Piroplasmida:Babesiidae) in the region of Poas, Costa Rica.
In Poás (Costa Rica), more than 78% of the cattle population is susceptible to Babesia bovis (Babes, 1888) which indicates that care should be taken during animal movement to avoid tick exposure. Seroprevalence is less than 22%; the frequency distribution of antibody titers is presented. Significant differences (p < 0.05) were observed in the distribution of seropositive animals between ecological zones. Lower mountain rain forest and lower mountain wet forest presented higher risk for seropositivity. Based on the serological characteristics of the herds and the frequency of clinical cases, it is suggested that the cattle situation in the area is epidemiologically unstable for B. bovis.